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 The University of Minnesota, Morris, a public liberal arts college, 
serves undergraduates in a living and learning community that 
emphasizes civic responsibility.  Our heritage, grounded in American 
Indian culture and values, makes us mindful of our responsibility to 
the earth and future generations.  At Morris, we provide a liberal arts 
learning experience that is both renewable and sustainable, in the 
broadest sense.  Our commitment to advancing sustainability has 
grown to levels of national leadership since 2000--the Climate 
Commitment affirms our work. 

 
Sustainability initiatives at Morris touch virtually all aspects of campus life—from transportation 
(a fleet of hybrid vehicles), to local foods, to power (the first large scale wind turbine ever 
constructed at a public university provides electricity for half the buildings on our campus), to 
curriculum (an interdisciplinary major in environmental studies provides a model for student 
involvement in research and inquiry).     
 
Examples of our work in the past year include:    
  
·  A biomass plant/gasifier that burns corn stover 

and local prairie grasses.  Slated to begin  
operation in April, 2008, it will provide heat for 
80% of campus needs, pump dollars back into 
the local rural economy, and serve as a focal 
point for demonstration and research related to 
community based renewable energy.   

·  A Master Plan process that includes a comprehensive environmental plan. 
·  Design phase for a LEED certified “green” living and learning residence hall (anticipated to 

open in fall 2009). 
·  Renovation of an historic campus building to LEED 

gold standards (slated to open in fall 2010).  
·  Likelihood of adding two wind turbines and a steam 

turbine over the course of the next two years to fully 
power our campus with wind.   

·  Development of a campus Carbon Master Plan.  
 
 
 



Our strategic plan calls for us to be energy self- sufficiency by 2010.  We are well on our way to 
achieving that goal and expect to reduce our carbon footprint by approximately 80% in the 
process.   
 
Morris accomplishments---supported by the State of Minnesota, the University of Minnesota 
system, and the Green Prairie Alliance, (a local collaboration that includes Morris’ USDA Soils 
Lab and the US Department of Natural Resources)—are affirmed by our membership in 
ACUPCC.    
 

ACUPCC Related Accomplishments over the Past Year 
University of Minnesota, Morris 

 
1. Began construction of a biomass plant/gasifier that will burn local products (corn stover and 

mixed prairie grasses) to provide 80% of campus heating needs.  Additional benefits—pumps 
dollars back into the local economy and enhances the development of an energy research and 
demonstration platform on the Minnesota prairie.  Slated to begin operation in April, 2008 

2. Began design of “green” residence hall—to serve students a� nd faculty during the school 
year and to provide research space and housing for summer scholars, researchers, and public 
policy makers, thereby enhancing our summer program and our land grant mission to the 
State.  Expected to open 
fall 2009. 

3. Completed preliminary 
design phases of 
renovation of one of the 
buildings that comprises 
the Morris historic district 
(this district is currently 
listed as a National 
District on the Historic 
Registry and is the last 
intact example of 
buildings that were part 
of the Agricultural 
Boarding High School 
movement of the early 
1900’s).  Plan calls for 
LEED Gold certification.  

4. Authored several grant 
applications in collaboration with public and private partners.  These grants are intended to 
further our efforts related to sustainability, including one grant that would provide smart 
meters/fuzzy logic for campus buildings—further enhancing our efforts to educate campus 
community members about energy consumption and sustainability issues and to empower 
students and others to make a difference in their energy consumption in the process.  

5. Continued to develop partnerships and alliances, within and outside the University of 
Minnesota system—as one example, partnered with the Department of Natural Resources.  
Because of the drought in this part of Minnesota, the DNR was unable to undertake the 



regular cycle of “prairie burn” in several locations.  Instead, DNR harvested prairie grass and 
we contracted with them to purchase and burn/test in the gasifier when it is completed.  This 
complements the on-going partnership with our local USDA Soils lab, which will explore the 
impact of removing corn stover from the land; the impact of adding ash of various kinds back 
to the land, etc.  Undergraduate students are involved in these research/inquiry activities, 
which also include partnerships with the U of Minnesota’s Agricultural School, the West 
Central Research and Outreach Center, the U of Minnesota Humphrey Institute, U of MN’s 
Carlson School of Management, and the U’s School of Chemical Engineering. 

6. Applied for CREB bonds (no interest Clean Renewable Energy bonds for non-profit 
organizations) to enhance our wind and electrical generation capacity.  Partnered with a local 
American Indian Band for one of these bonds for a wind turbine.   

7. Commissioned McKinstry (Engineering/Energy firm) to develop a Carbon Master Plan for 
our campus—includes an interactive spread sheet that illustrates the impact of various steps 
(adding wind power; biomass, etc.) on our carbon footprint.  

8. Outreach and dissemination activities:  many and varied, from local and state presentations 
(e.g., American Institute of Architects, Minnesota) to national presentations (e.g., American 
Council on Renewable Energy; American Association of Colleges and Universities) to 
school children on campus, to high school science classes.   

 


