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1. Introduction

2. Carbon Offsets and the ACUPCC

a. A strategic approach
b. Educational value
3. Carbon Offsets Overview

a. Basic concept of offsets
i.  Legitimacy of offsets 
ii. Offsets as an economic tool
b. Compliance market vs. voluntary market
i. Historical context
1. The Clean Development Mechanism
2. Cap & Trade
ii. Voluntary markets
iii. Comparative analysis
4. Role of offsets in Climate Action Plans
a. Guidance on abatement cost analysis
b. Offset mitigation hierarchy
5. Key concepts related to offsets
a. Baseline emissions
b. Base year
c. System boundary
d. Project quality concerns: 
i. Transparent
ii. Real
iii. Additional
iv. Measurable​
v. Permanent 
vi. Verifiable
vii. Synchronous
viii. Leakage
ix. Cascading Benefits
e. Registering

f. Double counting
g. Retiring
h. Selling offsets
6. Existing offset standards
a. Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)

b. Gold Standard (GS)

c. ISO 14064

d. Voluntary Carbon Standard (VCS)

e. Green-e

f. Climate, Community, & Biodiversity Standards (CCBS)

g. Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX)

h. Plan Vivo

i. Greenhouse Friendly

j. WBCSD / WRI GHG Protocol for Project Accounting

k. California Climate Action Registry (CCAR) & Climate Action Reserve (CAR)
l. VER+

m. Voluntary Offset Standard (VOS)

n. Social Carbon

o. Federal Trade Commission
7. Project Types
a. Fossil fuel reduction

i. Energy efficiency

ii. Renewable energy & fuel switching
b. Biological sequestration projects
i. A/Re-forestation – diverse, native

ii. A/Re-forestation – monoculture

iii. Avoided deforestation – diverse, native

iv. Soil sequestration

c. Bio-gas

i. Methane capture and destruction – landfill

ii. Methane capture and destruction – livestock

iii. Methane capture and destruction – coal mines
d. Technical sequestration
i. Geological sequestration

ii. Industrial gas destruction

iii. Industrial gas reduction

8. Selecting Offset Providers

a. Direct from project developers

b. Brokerage or retail providers

c. For-profit vs. non-profit providers

9. Other Key Issues

a. Local offsets vs. distant offsets
b. Renewable Energy Credits
10. Appendices
a. Glossary of terms
