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American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment signing on to be academic partner to the R20
Regions of Climate Action Alliance

While the US government and the global community have been slow to address climate disruption, colleges and universities
have been demonstrating bold leadership.

The presidents of over 675 institutions of higher learning in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, representing more than
5.8 million students, have signed the American College & University Presidents' Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) to date,
committing their institutions to pursing climate neutrality in campus operations and providing the education and research
needed for the rest of society to do the same.

Today, this network put its collective power to work by signing on as an academic partner to the R20 - Regions of Climate
Action alliance, during a ceremony at the third Governors’ Global Climate Summit hosted by the University of California,
Davis.

"We can't afford to wait for national and international movement. Action is needed now, and action is what we're taking with
R20," said Governor Schwarzenegger. "The role of subnational governments is more important than ever, and California has
shown that state and regional governments can institute policies that will grow the green economy, create jobs and clean our
environment. With this unprecedented level of cooperation and collaboration, R20 will continue this leadership around the
world and will help influence national and international action."

Timothy White, Chancellor of the University of California, Riverside and Co-Chair of the ACUPCC Steering Committee said,
"The R20 initiative is very much in line with the common goal of the 675 colleges and universities that have signed the
ACUPCC - to find innovative, economically beneficial ways to dramatically reduce global greenhouse gas emissions as quickly
as possible. It is an exciting opportunity to support this effort, and we expect this collaboration will benefit all organizations
involved."

Launched in early 2007, the ACUPCC has grown quickly, serving as a model for similar initiatives in other countries and other
sectors. The GHG emissions inventories and climate action plans for hundreds of the ACUPCC colleges and universities can be
found at the initiative’s public online reporting system: www.acupcc.org/reportingsystem.

"We are proud of the progress we have made in the higher education sector to reduce our emissions, but we know it is not
enough," said Mary Spangler, Chancellor of the Houston Community College District and Co-Chair of the ACUPCC Steering
Committee. "For us to meet our goals and create a livable, climate neutral future will require unprecedented collaboration
across organizations and across sectors - partnering with the R20 initiative represents a powerful way for us to do just that."

About R20: is a innovative subnational public-private alliance that will implement concrete actions to solve climate change and build the global green
economy. R20 includes an expanding and globally diverse group of subnational government members from developed and developing countries that are
committed to taking real action on climate change. In addition, the R20 will partner with organizations and individuals from the private sector, academia,
national governments, international organizations, and civil society to build momentum for climate action at the national and international levels.

About the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment: The ACUPCC, a high-visibility effort to address global climate disruption,
garners institutional commitments to neutralize greenhouse gas emissions and accelerate the research and educational efforts of higher education to equip
society to re-stabilize the earth's climate. The ACUPCC is led by a Steering Committee comprised of 29 university and college presidents and is staffed and
supported by Second Nature, a Boston-based national nonprofit organization. More information is available at
http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org.

About Second Nature: Second Nature works to accelerate movement toward a sustainable future by serving and supporting senior college and university
leaders in making healthy, just, and sustainable living the foundation of all learning and practice in higher education. Second Nature is the lead supporting
organization of the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment, a growing network of over 670 signatory higher education institutions
in all fifty states that have made a public commitment to neutralize their greenhouse gas emissions and transform their curricula to educate all students to
contribute to solving the climate crisis.
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