Dear XXXXX,

I am writing to encourage you sign the American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC), a pledge to take a leadership role on one of the defining challenges of the 21st century: global warming.  The unequivocal evidence of climate change and its potential for global health, social, economic and ecological disruption mandates action now, as evidenced in the Fourth Assessment Report of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  The ACUPCC is the most effective way to take meaningful positive action, while benefiting your institution. 

The ACUPCC provides a framework for reducing greenhouse gas emissions that is both flexible and effective.  Each school sets their target date for achieving climate neutrality and has two years to develop a plan, ensuring that emissions-reduction actions are feasible, cost-effective, and beneficial to the institution over the long-term.  The ACUPCC offers a unique opportunity for higher education to lead by example – setting climate neutrality as an ultimate goal, and promoting the education needed to equip graduates with the knowledge, values, and skills to enable society to do the same.

Among the major reasons for signing the ACUPCC are that it represents:

· Support from the top:  due to the complexity and magnitude of the issue, it is critical to have the support of the president to foster allignment among the various departments – both operational and academic – that will need to cooperate develop cost-effective solutions and ensure success.
· Comprehensive strategic approach: it will keep your institution focused on reducing the carbon footprint and incorporating sustainability education for the foreseeable future.  Without this focus, sustainability efforts are not likely to be strategic and comprehensive. 
· Cooperative effort:  signatories are benefiting from the synergies, information sharing, and purchasing power that come with a joint initiative of this kind.  Recently the ACUPCC formalized an agreement with the Clinton Climate Initaitive which will provide access to $5 billion in low-cost financing for energy efficiency projects.  This is just one early example of what we believe will be many exciting, innovative benefits for signatories.
· Collective action: the power of the collective action that the ACUPCC represents cannot be stressed enough.  The collective voice of the ACUPCC demonstrating leadership by example is being heard by government, industry and the public, prompting them to take notice and take action.  The challenge is so great that purposeful, collective action by higher education is necessary for scaling this effort in addition to the excellent work that is already being done by individual campuses.  
I hope you will have had a chance to visit the website: www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org and review the schools that have signed on so far, as well as other informative materials.  You can download the Commitment document and send it to the address provided to become a signatory.
Thank you your leadership, and we hope that your institution will join this effort in the near future.  If you have any questions, or if we can be of any assistance, please contact us. 

Sincerely, 
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