
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On June 5 & 6, 2008 with the generous support of our co-host, The Wege Foundation, the signatories of 
the American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) gathered in Grand 
Rapids, MI for the ACUPCC Climate Leadership Summit. 
 

In the one year since the public launch, the 
ACUPCC has grown to more than 550 signatory 
institutions covering all 50 States and the District 
of Columbia, representing over 4.6 million 
students!  This year’s Summit was an opportunity 
to celebrate the past year’s success, provided a 
platform to discuss and develop strategies to move 
toward climate neutrality, and a chance to increase 
the commitment’s breadth by hearing from the US 
Conference of Mayors on a potential partnership 
with their climate protection agreement.  
 
The Summit took place at the J.W. Marriot Grand 
Rapids, with planning support provided by a5.  
Both organizations went to great lengths to take 
into account sustainability implications of all of the 

Summit activities, including local and organic food, green transportation, reduced energy use, and 
offsetting emissions.  
 
Day one began with a welcome from Dr. Anthony 
Cortese, President of Second Nature who applauded the 
presidents and chancellors for their leadership in 
combating climate disruption and introduced Ray 
Anderson, founder and chairman of Interface Inc.   
 
Mr. Anderson delivered the keynote address entitled 
“Education for a Secure and Sustainable Future,” 
which described his company’s journey in reinventing 
the carpet manufacturing industry and working toward 
its goal to eliminate any negative social and 
environmental impacts by the year 2020, also known 
as “mission zero”.  
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Mr. Anderson concluded his remarks with a challenge and a compelling question for the higher 
education sector:  
 
“The call is clear, come aboard now...what must...graduates...learn...if they hope to be part of creating 
a sustainable society into the indefinite future?”  
 
Following the keynote address, the presidents and chancellors worked toward answering this question in 
the working sessions.  The first session,“Reducing the Carbon Footprint of Existing Campus Buildings,” 
was moderated by Sheri Tonn, Vice President of Finance and Operations for Pacific Lutheran College 
and Chair of the Board for the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 
(AASHE).  Participants heard examples of projects and strategies from Larry Eisenberg, Director of 
Facilities Planning and Development, Los Angeles Community College District; Ed Poppell, Vice 
President for Business Affairs, University of Florida; and Tom Kiser, founder of Professional Supply 
Inc. Jonathan Magaziner, Program Manager and Analyst for the Clinton Climate Initiative, shared the 
terms and discussed the status of their partnership with ACUPCC to increase the number of large-scale 
energy efficiency retrofits for campus buildings in the most cost-effective manner.  
 
Concurrently, David Hales, President of College of the Atlantic moderated a session on the ACUPCC 
Carbon Offset Protocol Project. The session focused on the first round of feedback on the preliminary 
draft of the Protocol and discussed the logistics of incorporating the comments into the second draft due 
by the end of June.  
 
The concurrent afternoon working sessions were “Pedagogical Approaches to Climate Change and 
Sustainability” and “Town/Gown Synergies: Scaling-Up Climate Action through Community 
Engagement.” 
 

Dr. James Buizer, Special Policy Advisor to the 
President at Arizona State University (ASU) 
moderated the panel session on pedagogy, which 
focused on the fact that education is academia’s 
greatest contribution to combating climate 
disruption. As Michael Crow, President of ASU 
and Chair of the ACUPCC says, “the higher 
education sector may only have 3% of our 
nation’s carbon footprint, but it has 100% of the 
educational footprint”.  
 
James Brenneman, President of Goshen College 
talked about his institution’s “campus culture 
transformation” and the dovetailing of creation 
care and sustainability. Mary Spangler, 
Chancellor of Houston Community College 

speaking from the perspective of large-scale change, talked about the importance of communicating with 
senior leadership and garnering support from the Board of Trustees. Echoing his colleague’s sentiments, 
Mitchell Thomashow, President of Unity College talked about the extraordinary opportunity his 
institution has to reinvent itself and move in a very specific direction to address the urgency and 
challenges of climate change, sustainability, and biodiversity. The panel gave way to a lively discussion 
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amongst the participants who were asked to envision a successful pedagogy for climate neutrality and 
sustainability and to discuss how they can engage their campus communities in this effort.  
 
In the “town/gown” session, Sheri Tonn moderated a panel during which C. Edward Balog, President of 
Aquinas College and George Heartwell, Mayor of Grand Rapids shared their experiences of working 
together to take effective climate action within their city. Peter Bardaglio, Senior Fellow with Second 
Nature and former Provost at Ithaca College, talked about partnerships within the community and the 
county’s new climate initiative, and William Pfeiffer, President of Warren Wilson College shared 
examples from Asheville, North Carolina.  
 
Many panel sessions utilized CoVision 
Technology, which enables all participants 
to provide feedback in real time.  This 
feedback has been collated and posted on 
the ACUPCC website.  Also, many of the 
sessions, including Ray Anderson’s keynote 
were recorded on video by Grand Rapids 
Community College and are available on 
YouTube.  
 
At the conclusion of the first day’s working 
sessions participants were ushered to the 
Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) for a 
welcome reception sponsored by Steelcase, 
Inc., where they had time to chat with 
colleagues.  George Heartwell, Mayor of Grand Rapids, welcomed participants to his city and 
introduced Peter Wege, founder of the Wege Foundation and author of Economicology, who reminded 
the participants of the importance of their leadership to produce the graduates that will create the 
solutions to climate disruption. After the reception it was back to the J.W Marriot for another delicious 
local Michigan meal sponsored by Aramark Higher Education.  
 

After dinner, Thomas Cochran, Executive Director and 
CEO of the United States Conference of Mayors, 
presented on the Mayors’ Climate Protection 
Agreement and discussed the potential partnership 
opportunities that exist between colleges and 
universities and their respective cities. Mr. Cochran 
introduced Mayor T.M. Franklin Cownie of Des 
Moines, Iowa, who concluded the day’s events with a 
speech that spoke to the importance of collaboration 
and increasing the economies of scale in regard to 
energy retrofits and renewable energy purchasing.  
 
Sheri Tonn kicked off day two and introduced James L. 
Elder, founder of the Campaign for Environmental 
Literacy who discussed the status of federal legislation 

"	���
��	����������������
 !"  � #��	���$�	�������� �������
	������0�	���1	�����
���*�����%�

)��
�����	�( �� �	����������
 !"  ��������/�
 ����������#�/������������������#�����
�����/�����
,��(���������������������
#��	���#�	�������%�



and policy, specifically the Higher Education Sustainability Act and the Energy Independence and 
Sustainability Act.  
 
Next a presidential panel titled Leadership Now for Climate Neutrality moderated by Tony Cortese 
began with a presentation by Dr. David Orr, Special Assistant to the President of Oberlin College that 
provided some scientific information and scenarios of climate disruption.  Presidents Jacqueline 
Johnson, (University of Minnesota, Morris) and Ronald Thomas, (Dakota County Technical College) 
both shared the amazing actions their institutions are taking toward climate neutrality. The Panel closed 
with Michael Crow, who discussed the processes and challenges faced in restructuring an established 
institution.  
 
The final session was a World Café – a facilitated process that engages collective conversation on 
important questions. The World Café was sponsored by Greenopolis.com and facilitated by Joe Laur, 
VP of Content for Greenopolis and Steward of the Society for Organizational Learning’s Sustainability 
Consortium. Participants engaged in deep questions about their roles in accelerating action in themselves 
and their institutions to help achieve the collective vision of carbon neutrality.  
 
The Summit concluded with a lunch during which sponsor Windstreet Energy raffled off 100,000 kwh 
worth of renewable energy credits – Jacek Ghosh from Virginia Commonwealth University was the 
lucky winner.  Michael Crow also offered some closing remarks, speaking to the tremendous leadership 
of the more than 550 presidents and chancellors who have committed their institutions to achieving 
climate neutrality. He reminded the group that higher education overtime has played a significant role in 
training its students to contribute to climate change and unsustainability, and now the sector must take 
responsibility for training its students to develop the solutions to combat climate disruption.  Finally, he 
spoke to the importance of collective action, knowing that each signatory has the support of 550 other 
institutions, providing empowerment and the social capital to address the defining challenge of our time. 
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Visionary Sponsors 

����������	
����
�������� � ��
���������
�����
������ � ������������� � ��
��������
����
������ � �����������
�
����	������
������

�
�

Leader Sponsors 
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Sustainer Sponsors 
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