Online Petition Sites

There are many excellent, free online petition sites that make running an online petition very easy and effective. 

· Care2 Petition Site: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/
· GoPetition: http://www.gopetition.com/
· iPetitions: http://www.ipetitions.com/
The directions for creating and marketing a petition vary by site, but are generally quite straight-forward.  Here are a few examples of petitions from students and alumni targeted at getting their president to sign the ACUPCC:
Dartmouth College on Care2: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/presidents-climate-commitment-at-dartmouth
We are members of the Dartmouth Community who encourage President Wright to sign the American College & University Presidents' Climate Commitment, and will support him in that action, for the betterment of Dartmouth and global society. 

The ACUPCC is a feasible and flexible way to make Dartmouth's excellent ongoing efforts to address climate change and sustainability even more effective.  The Commitment will foster alignment around a common long-term goal, and Dartmouth will benefit from the benefits of collective action by joining nearly 500 of its peers.  Further, by joining the ACUPCC, Dartmouth will leverage its efforts well beyond campus, leading by example and serving as a role model for other institutions and other sectors of society, far more effectively than it can by acting alone.  

The threat of run-away climate disruption requires urgent action, and signing the ACUPCC is a vital step for Dartmouth to take to live up to its values and fulfill its mission of preparing students for a lifetime of learning and of responsible leadership. 

The ACUPCC is a commitment to develop a plan for eliminating greenhouse gas emissions in campus operations, and integrating sustainability into the educational experience.  The Commitment document is available at www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org. 
Western Kentucky University on iPetitions: http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/wku/
We want President Ransdell to lead the way in moving our campus toward being a "Leading American University" in the fight against global warming by signing the ACU President's Climate Commitment. Our signatures indicate our support of efforts to minimize global warming emissions from our campus and our encouragement of President Ransdell to sign the President’s Climate Commitment. 

We believe, as the commitment indicates, that “colleges and universities must exercise leadership in their communities and throughout society by modeling ways to minimize global warming emissions, and by providing the knowledge and the educated graduates to achieve climate neutrality.” We further believe that the commitment directly supports WKU’s mission implemented by Dr. Ransdell: “WKU prepares students to be productive, engaged leaders in a global society. It provides service and lifelong learning opportunities for its constituents. WKU is responsible for stewarding a high quality of life throughout its region.” 


For more ways that you can become more green on our campus, visit www.wku.edu/green
Cornell University on Care2: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/225980687
We, the undersigned faculty, hereby call on Cornell University to take immediate steps towards the mitigation of global climate change.

As recognized faculty, we know that Cornell is well-positioned to lead society through innovation, world-class teaching, and effective problem-solving. We have seen what this great institution has been capable of doing in terms of research, training, and outreach. We also know that Cornell has strived to reach the goal of sustainability and has committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by the levels agreed upon in the Kyoto Protocol. For all these efforts, we are proud of this institution and recognize its important leadership role in tackling society's problems. However, it is now widely understood that society must reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 80% as soon as possible to avoid unprecedented climate changes and prevent millions, if not billions, of people from suffering the worst effects of our changing climate. 

Therefore, we request that Cornell President David Skorton sign the American College & University President's Climate Commitment.  It is this sort of university-wide commitment that is necessary for Cornell to be a leading institution in addressing such an all-important issue.
Sample Petition Letter:

Dear President [NAME],
We are writing as a group of alumni to urge you to sign the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment. This is an excellent opportunity for [INSTITUTION] to showcase the great work being done on campus around sustainability, and a simple way to inspire others to follow our good example.

As concerns mount over the potential worldwide implications of global climate change, the necessity for action becomes imperative. In joining this group, [INSTITUTION] will be among the leading institutions taking a proactive approach to pursuing climate neutrality on their own schedule.
Given recent regulatory trends with the Kyoto Protocol in effect, the EU Emissions Trading Scheme well underway, and all of the US presidential front-runners calling for a cap-and-trade system, it is highly likely that all institutions will be required to reduce emissions soon.  Being well positioned now, and taking a leadership role will not only avoid future risks associated with regulations, but will open up great opportunities around securing funding, raising money, and attracting the best students, faculty, and staff.
By continuing to take a proactive approach, you can ensure that [INSTITUTION] addresses this issue in a strategic way, which will result in cost savings and good- will. Also, by integrating climate disruption issues into conversations on campus policy and in the classroom, [INSTITUTION] can educate and produce leaders with the skills and competence needed to meet this enormous challenge – we believe we have an obligation to do so.

The release of the Fourth Assessment Report of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change – representing 2,500 scientists from over 100 countries - reiterates the urgency of dealing with global warming (http://www.ipcc.ch/). To continue to attract top students and produce societal leaders, [INSTITUITION] must be at the forefront of this critical issue. 

We encourage you to join over 500 of your colleagues in leading this initiative. More information, including a copy of the Commitment and instructions for submitting it, can be found at www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org.
If you have any questions or if we can be of any assistance, please contact [ALUM NAME] or anyone at the ACUPCC supporting organizations, listed on the website.
Sincerely,
[Petition Signers]
