Dear President [NAME],

I am writing to encourage you to sign the American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) - a pledge to create a climate action plan for promoting research and education on climate and sustainability issues and pursuing climate neutrality from specific campus operations. 

Joining the ACUPCC benefits our country’s colleges and universities in a variety of tangible and intangible ways, including:

· Improving competitive position by helping to attract top students, faculty, and staff; open up new funding opportunities; cut costs; manage risk; and enhance reputation.  Over 25% of applicants indicate that a school’s commitment to environment very much impacts their decision on where to attend.
· Engaging in a collective action at the national scale with hundreds of colleges and universities representing over one-third of the total student population in the U.S.  The ACUPCC network is a learning community for sharing best-practices and generating new resources with greater visibility and impact than schools working in isolation could have. 

· Providing the opportunity for power leadership-by-example from the higher education sector - role modeling solutions and educating graduates so they are equipped to address the climate crisis and the threats to national security, human health, and international stability it represents. 

The ACUPCC provides a framework for seizing the opportunities embedded in this challenge that is both flexible and effective.  Each school sets its own target date for achieving climate neutrality and agrees to develop an adaptive plan within two years that can be modified as circumstances change.  In this way, each school ensures that their emissions-reduction actions are feasible, cost-effective, transparent, and beneficial to the institution over the long-term.  
To learn more, please visit www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org where you can find the Commitment document, an up-to-date list of signatory institutions, and a suite of valuable resources. 
Thank you for your consideration, and I hope you will join this important effort very soon. 

Sincerely,

