Dear HEA MEMBER,

I am writing to express our support of the American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC), a pledge to take a leadership role on one of the defining challenges of the 21st century: global warming.  The unequivocal evidence of climate change and its potential for global health, social, economic, and ecological disruption mandates action now.  We ask that you [sign / support your president / chancellor in signing] the ACUPCC.
To date, over 500 presidents and chancellors of colleges and universities around the country have signed on, committing to create a plan to reduce and eventually neutralize their campus’s greenhouse gas emissions, and to conduct education, research and community engagement on issue.  

Leading society in this effort fits squarely into the educational, research, and public service missions of higher education.  Tomorrow’s architects, engineers, attorneys, business leaders, scientists, urban planners, policy analysts, cultural and spiritual leaders, journalists, advocates, and politicians— more than 17 million of them—currently attend our institutions of higher learning in the United States.  They will need new knowledge and skills that only we can provide on a broad scale.

By joining together in a common effort, our institutions of higher education can have much more impact than working individually. Global warming is a problem that will require global solutions of immense proportions and an unparalleled nature.  Together, ACUPCC signatories will have the direct impact of driving industry, government, and other sectors to contribute to the technological and cultural shift that is required to address this issue.  At the same time, they will garner significant benefits for their institutions. Schools that lead on this issue will have an advantage in recruiting top students, faculty and staff, attracting new sources of funding, and maximizing the support of alumni and local communities.

While at first the ACUPCC may seem like “just one more thing” on an already crowded plate, in fact it should help to better frame existing and planned initiatives within the context of a compelling vision of a healthy, just and sustainable future. The ACUPCC provides great flexibility, allowing each institution to create its own climate action plan, and providing a space for us to collaborate, share resources and experiences, and learn from each other as we face the challenges together.

To find out more about the ACUPPC and to sign the Commitment, please visit the website at: www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org.

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at your convenience, or one of the project coordinators listed below. I hope your institution will join in this critical initiative soon.

Sincerely,

ED of HEA
The American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment is supported by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE), ecoAmerica and Second Nature.  If you have any questions or if there is any way they can support your decision process, contact:

Tony Cortese, President of Second Nature, at acortese@secondnature.org; or

Judy Walton, Director of Strategic Initiatives of AASHE, at judy@aashe.org
