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Project: Kathy Schatzberg Challenge

Element: Participation Cover Letter to Signatories

Dear Title LastName,

As a signatory of the ACUPCC you have made an important stand for life on this planet. We want to thank you for your leadership. 

We are reaching out to you now to ask for your continued assistance in making the ACUPCC a success. In June 70 signatories attended the first ACUPCC Leadership Summit, where conversations revolved around how to create continued success for the program, drive participation, and reach our goals.  Signatories recognized their effectiveness in recruiting colleagues, and Cape Cod Community College President Kathy Schatzberg noted that if each signatory recruited just two presidents the ACUPCC would quickly reach the goal of 1,000 institutions.  President Schatzberg was speaking from experience, having successfully recruited many presidents, and playing an instrumental role in having all of the community colleges in Massachusetts sign.  Since then, we have been referring to this as the “Kathy Schatzberg Challenge.”  Below is an outline of a program that formalizes this worthwhile challenge, as well as helpful resources.  We hope each of you will take part.

The Kathy Schatzberg Challenge:

Each signatory is challenged to recruit two colleagues to sign the ACUPCC. Given the urgency of the global warming challenge, this is the kind of jump start that is needed, and the ACUPCC would once again prove to the press and the public that higher education is the leading sector of society in the fight against global warming, inspiring others to follow your lead. 

In order to support your success in this challenge we have created a recruitment package and easy to follow instructions that will help you get the best response.  Please find these materials at: www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/challenge. 
If you have any questions, please contact Georges Dyer at (617) 477-9776 or at gdyer@secondnature.org. We are hope you are up for the challenge!

Other Updates:
· Higher Education Sustainability Act 2007:  The ACUPCC signatories have decided not to take direct political action as a group.  However, you have asked us to keep you up to date on policy developments as appropriate.  HESA was reintroduced in the House in late September, and we encourage you to support it.  To do so contact Jim Elder at JElderJR@aol.com or (978) 526-7768
. 

· Focus the Nation: On January 31st, a national teach-in will be taking place on campuses across the campus.  This is a fantastic way to meet the educational aspect of the Commitment, and a great venue to promote the ACUPCC.  Learn more at http://www.focusthenation.org/, and encourage your faculty and community to take part. 
Best Regards,

The ACUPCC Co-Organizers

