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AMERICAN COLLEGE & UNIVERSITY
| PRESIDENTS CLIMATE COMMITMENT





USE YOUR SCHOOL LETTERHEAD AND/OR THE ACUPCC LOGO PROVIDED HERE
Dear President/ Colleague,

I am writing to encourage you to join me in signing the American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC), a pledge to take a leadership role on one of the defining challenges of the 21st century: global warming.  The unequivocal evidence of climate change and its potential to disrupt global health, social, economic and ecological systems mandates action now.  
To date, over 560 presidents and chancellors have joined together, committing to 1) create a plan to reduce and eventually neutralize our greenhouse gas emissions; 2) take at least two tangible actions in the short-term; 3) promote education, research and community engagement on the topic; and 4) publicly report on our progress.  The Commitment will drive real emissions reductions on campuses, while avoiding a prescriptive, cookie-cutter approach, as each institution creates its own plan and target dates, ensuring that decisions are feasible, cost-effective and right for its circumstances.  For more information, and to download and sign the Commitment, please visit www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org. 
Leading society in this effort fits squarely into the educational, research, and public service missions of higher education.  Tomorrow’s citizens and leaders — more than 17 million of them—currently attend our institutions.  They will need new knowledge and skills that only we can provide on a broad scale.  Students are calling on us to lead, and they are giving us very positive feedback on making this commitment.
By signing, we can also garner significant benefits for our institutions, including attracting funding and top applicants, reducing financial risks, and enjoying economies of scale and positive press.  The ACUPCC provides the space for us to collaborate, share our experiences and learn from each other as we face these challenges.

The “perfect storm” forming around high energy costs, national security, the economic crisis, and global climate disruption mandates that we act now to lead society on a more sustainable path. We believe that the ACUPCC is the best way for us to successfully address these challenges, while building a green economy and better-serving our students for 21st century living.  Global warming is a global problem requiring global solutions of immense proportions and an unparalleled nature.  No one school can solve this problem alone.  We need collective action by higher education in addition to the excellent work that is going on at individual campuses.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please contact me at your convenience. I hope we can count you as a fellow-signatory soon.

Sincerely,

The American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment is supported by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE), ecoAmerica and Second Nature.  If you have any questions or if there is any way they can support your decision process, contact: 
Tony Cortese acortese@secondnature.org; Lee Bodner lee@ecoamerica.net; or Judy Walton judy@aashe.org.

